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English passage and photo courtesy of Cesar Torrente, Lawyer and 4* FEI Dressage Judge
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"A horse going with an open mouth should be dealt with by deducting 1 or 2 marks
each time it is observed depending on severity. Issues with the tongue are further
evidence that the horse is avoiding the contact and has problems to accept the right

contact through the bridle.
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Where the tongue is drawn right up or over the bit the mark would be taken down by 2
or 3 points for each time it is clearly observed. The same would apply where the tongue
is hanging out to the side and this fault would never score higher than 5 per movement.

If the tongue is clearly over the bit not more than 4.
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In some cases the tongue shows a very small amount at the front of the mouth. When
this is approximately some mm it can be ignored. When this becomes exaggerated then

1 or 2 marks should be deducted depending on severity."
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